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Descendants of Stephen McGirk
Generation No. 1
1.  STEPHEN1 MCGIRK was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, and died 30 September 1804 in Shippensburg, Cumberland Co., Pennsylvania.  He married _____.  She was born July 1757, and died 18 December 1831 in Philipsburg, Centre Co., Pennsylvania.

Children of STEPHEN MCGIRK and _____ are:


i.
ISABEL2 MCGIRK, b. Abt. 1786, Pennsylvania; m. JAMES TEST.


ii.
NANCY MCGIRK, m. _____ DAVIS.


iii.
JANE MCGIRK.

2.
iv.
JAMES MCGIRK, b. Abt. 1789, Ireland.

3.
v.
RACHEL MCGIRK, b. Abt. 1793, Pennsylvania; d. Philipsburg, Centre Co., Pennsylvania.

Generation No. 2
2.  JAMES2 MCGIRK (STEPHEN1) was born Abt. 1789 in Ireland1.  He married ELEANOR ASHMAN.  She was born Abt. 1796 in Pennsylvania1.

Children of JAMES MCGIRK and ELEANOR ASHMAN are:


i.
HARRIET3 MCGIRK, b. 15 April 1831.


ii.
JOHN D. MCGIRK, b. 21 October 1834.

3.  RACHEL2 MCGIRK (STEPHEN1)1 [8359] was born Abt. 1793 in Pennsylvania1, and died in Philipsburg, Centre Co., Pennsylvania.  She married JOHN B. MEEK2, [1497] son of WILLIAM MEEK and ELIZABETH BRECKINRIDGE.  He was born 05 June 1797 in Pennsylvania3, and died 28 November 1868 in Washington, D.C..

Notes for JOHN B. MEEK:

In the 1850 Federal Census of Pennsylvania, John B. Meek and family were living in Huston township, Centre County.  John was a farmer.  The genealogies found in Ancestry.com seem to have neglected actually looking at census records and made their listings strictly from published histories.  In 1850, the children listed here are listed in the census, and as well there is a Westly A. Meek, age 27, and his wife, Nancy J. Meek, living next door to John B.

MEEK, JOHN B., died on the 28th of November, 1868, at his residence in

Washington City. He was born in Centre County, June 5, 1797, and was the

son of William Meek. His mother's name was Elizabeth Breckenridge, of

whom the following interesting incident is authentic: In July, 1779, the

Breckenridge family, consisting of father, mother, two sons, - John and

Thomas, aged eighteen and sixteen years respectively, - a daughter of

fourteen, another aged three years, and Elizabeth, then an infant at the

breast, re-sided about three miles southeast of McConnellstown, in

Huntingdon County, on the road from Huntingdon to Bedford, on the farm in

1856 occupied by Ludwig Hoover. John and Thomas had left the house, when

the Indians came upon them, killed the father near the spring-house and

the oldest daughter in the spring-house. The mother snatched the infant

Elizabeth out of the cradle, and taking the other child up made her

escape. She took the path towards Huntingdon, but lost it, and wandered

about the woods with her children the entire day and night. Coming to a

rye-field the next morning, she wrapped the infant in a part of her

garments, laid it down, and proceeded to rub grains of rye for her

starving child. Search was made for her, and late in the afternoon of the

next day she was found on the edge of the rye-field with the one child,

but anguish had so unsettled her mind she could not tell where the baby

was laid. Late the next day she recovered sufficiently to tell where she

had put the child, and it was found, not having suffered apparently,

except its entire face was fly-blown. The infant recovered, and became

the wife of Wm. Meek. John Breckenridge became a distinguished

Presbyterian preacher, and officiated for many years in the first

Presbyterian Church built in Washington City.

William Meek died early, leaving John B. Meek and four other children

dependent upon the mother. She was a woman noted for great energy of

character, untiring industry, and eminent piety. Under her care they

received, by precept and example, the most valuable lessons to form their

character and to guide them through life.

At the age of nineteen years John B. Meek professed religion, and for

over forty years he was actively engaged as a local preacher in the

Methodist Church. He was a member of the Legislature from Centre County

in 1848-50, acted as chaplain himself, and in-troduced the rule for

having the House of Representa-tives opened with prayer. He was the

father of Harriet J. Meek, whose sweet poetical contributions to leading

magazines made her name widely known, and whose death in 1856, at the

early age of twenty-three, was deeply regretted.

In 1856 his health became seriously impaired, and be was advised to seek

a warmer climate, and on the incoming of his personal friend, James

Buchanan, to the Presidency he received an appointment at Washington

City. This he filled until the Rebellion broke out, when he was appointed

chaplain of Howard Hospital, which he filled with acceptability. At the

close of the war he again found employment in public office.

(from John Blair Linn, "History of Centre and Clinton Counties,

Pennsylvania", 1883, p. 213)

Children of RACHEL MCGIRK and JOHN MEEK are:


i.
WESLEY3 MEEK3, b. Abt. 18233.


ii.
FLETCHER E. MEEK3, b. Abt. 18263.


iii.
HARRIETT J. MEEK3, b. Abt. 18283.


iv.
CHARLOTTE T. MEEK3, b. Abt. 18303.


v.
JONATHAN M.D. MEEK3, b. Abt. 18323.

4.
vi.
FRANK A. MEEK, b. Abt. 1835, Pennsylvania.

Generation No. 3
4.  FRANK A.3 MEEK (RACHEL2 MCGIRK, STEPHEN1)4,5 was born Abt. 1835 in Pennsylvania6.  He married MARY JENNIFER GLADNEY7, daughter of JACKSON GLADNEY and MARY POST.  She was born 03 July 1855 in Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory8.

Notes for FRANK A. MEEK:

In the Commerative biographical Record of Central Pennsylvania, Chicago, 1898, the biographical sketch for John D. McGirk states the following in describing the 5th child of Stephen, daughter Rachel:

"Rachel married John B. Meek, and both died at their home in Pine Grove, Centre county: they had the following children -- Wesley, Marvin, Fletcher, Hattie, Lottie, and Franklin."  This definitely contradicts the reports from the other histories that claim that John B. Meek died in Washington, D.C.

In 1850, Wesley and wife are living next door to John Meek and the rest of the family.  In the 1850 census, "Franklin" is listed as "Francis A. Meek" and is also listed as female, an obvious clerical error on the part of the census taker.

Frank named one of his daughters Elizabeth Test Meek.   The name "Test" can be found in the marriage of Frank's aunt Isabelle to James Test in Pennsylvania.  This union produced several  females.  Since it is apparent that Frank headed west in his teens, it may be surmised that his use of this surname may come about through a deep infatuation with one of his female cousins of the Test family.  This is absolutely pure speculation to add a romantic flavor to what otherwise was a most unfortunate outcome in the person of Lizzie Test Meek.

Notes for MARY JENNIFER GLADNEY:

Mary J. Meek's application number on the Miller rolls is #3556.  Her number on the Final (?) rolls is #18708.  At the time of her application, 16 Nov 1906, she was living in Kinnison, Indian Territory (Oklahoma).  She claimed she was also on the Cherokee authenticated roll of 1880 and a "Cherokee allotter."  She stated that her mother and brothers enrolled enrolled under the name of Gladden, an unintentional misspelling of "Gladney."  

Children of FRANK MEEK and MARY GLADNEY are:


i.
WALTER G.4 MEEK9, b. Abt. 188110.

5.
ii.
ELIZABETH TEST MEEK, b. Abt. 1882, Indian Territory, Oklahoma.


iii.
MARY F. MEEK10, b. Abt. 188510.

Generation No. 4
5.  ELIZABETH TEST4 MEEK (FRANK A.3, RACHEL2 MCGIRK, STEPHEN1)11,12 was born Abt. 1882 in Indian Territory, Oklahoma13.  She married (1) GEORGE W. HARTSOCK 03 December 1900.  He was born 1879.  She married (2) LEWIS NELSON HARRELD13,14 190714, son of HENRY HARRELD and LEONORA NELSON.  He was born August 1875 in Coffey Co., Kansas15, and died Abt. 1956 in Coffey Co., Kansas.

Notes for ELIZABETH TEST MEEK:

From the 1910 Federal Census, Elizabeth Test Meek went by the name of "Lizzie."  She had been divorced twice by the time of the census.  Her first husband's surname was Hartsock as her 6 year-old son at the time of the census was Teddie Hartsock.  She had been divorced by Lewis Nelson Harreld and in the divorce records it is shown that she had an older son, John Hartsock, age 9 at the time of the divorce.   At that time Lizzie was self-employed as a laundress out of her home.

Lizzie T. Hartsock of Kansas is registered on the Guion Miller rolls as application number 25845.  Her mother, Mary J. Meek of Indian Territory, is listed as application number 3556.

Notes for GEORGE W. HARTSOCK:

George Hartsock and Lizzie were divorced 1904 - 1906.

Notes for LEWIS NELSON HARRELD:

Lewis Harreld had been married previous to Lizzie Meek as his eldest son, Ira was born prior to Lizzie's first son, Teddie Hartsock.  Since the census did not indicate that Lewis had been divorced more than once, it can be assumed his first wife died between 1901 and 1907.

In 1910, Lewis is living next door to his brother, Birdell in Neosho Township.  Not far away is living Henry Harreld, age 66, and his wife, Nora E., age 53.  Note that Lewis' son, Samuel's middle name was Henry.  Henry Harreld and Nora had been married 37 years, and Henry had been married once previously.

Children of ELIZABETH MEEK and GEORGE HARTSOCK are:


i.
JOHN LOUIS5 HARTSOCK, b. 24 November 1900; d. May 1985, Wichita, Sedgewick Co., Kansas16.

Notes for JOHN LOUIS HARTSOCK:

John Hartsock had his named changed in February, 1934, to Lewis John Haworth.  According to documents in Lizzie Hartsock's Cherokee enrollment, John was given up to an orphanage at the age of 12 or so due to the fact that his parents had separated.  He was subsequently placed in the home of the Haworths and took the Haworth name at that time.  He had it legally changed in 1934 due to the fact that he had been living with and was known by the name of Lewis Haworth since the age of 12.

There are also documents in the Cherokee enrollment of his mother that prove that John's birth date was changed to be one year later than his actual birth, with the compliance of the attending midwife, Elmira Gladney, Lizzie's aunt, wife of John W. Gladney.


ii.
TEDIE H. HARTSOCK, b. 27 January 1904.

Children of ELIZABETH MEEK and LEWIS HARRELD are:

6.
iii.
SAMUEL HENRY5 HARRELD, b. 14 May 1908, Coffey Co., Kansas; d. 13 March 1973, Josephine Co., Oregon.


iv.
IMOGENE VIRGINIA HARRELD17, b. 17 October 1909, Coffey Co., Kansas18; d. 18 January 1977, Bakersfield, San Bernadino Co., California18; m. _____ SMITH.

Generation No. 5
6.  SAMUEL HENRY5 HARRELD (ELIZABETH TEST4 MEEK, FRANK A.3, RACHEL2 MCGIRK, STEPHEN1)19,20 was born 14 May 1908 in Coffey Co., Kansas21, and died 13 March 1973 in Josephine Co., Oregon.  He married PAULINE A. ROACH21,22, daughter of JAMES ROACH and MARY ROBERTS.  She was born 08 September 1919 in California23, and died 20 September 1965 in Sacramento Co., California23.

Child of SAMUEL HARRELD and PAULINE ROACH is:


i.
JANICE ELIZABETH6 HARRELD, b. 30 October 1945, San Francisco Co., California.
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